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PART 3: MORE INFO, POSTERS,
GAMES + BOOK REVIEWS

ANWERS TO RIDDLES ON PAGE 2 OF
WHY PASSOVER MATTERS;

1 The 2 hidden [4ANEWUSA] plates are in the
upper right hand corner and the upper left hand
corner of the Pennsylvania vanity plate that says
[PASSOVERY];

2 The order of the 3 special license plates in the
header on page 1 (NY, CA, FL) is because NY
has the largest Jewish population in the USA,
followed by CA, and then FL;

3 Franklin Delano Roosevelt had the first known
vanity license plates, on his cars with hand
controls that he designed at the polio clinic he
founded in Warm Springs, Georgia — the plates
said [FDRY];

4 Ronald Reagan’s greatest unknown
accomplishment is California’s vanity license
plates, which he signed into law on 8-21-1970
that law provides that the vanity plate fees are
paid to the California Environmental License
Plate Fund, and today, thanks to Gov. Reagan,
California’s 1,000,000 vanity plates earn the
state $43,000,000 annually, for environmental
projects, statewide!

5 If you want to know how many forms we had to
fill out to start selling our greeting cards, posters
and calendars at the FDR Library gift shop, you
will have to read our forthcoming book, 4 A NEW
USA THE ROOSEVELT/REAGAN WAY! A
CALENDRICAL MEMOIR BY STEFAN LONCE
WITH MH FRYBURG, which we are writing now
and plan to publish as an ebook later this year.

MORE INFO:

Here is additional information to help make
your GLOBAL PASSOVER SEDER a success:

Let My People Go: for a video of Louis
Armstrong singing Let My People Go, visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SP5EfwBWgg0

For additional materials visit:
www.2forseder.org (sign up

to get their free Seder kits).

To download a free and easy-to- use
Haggadah prepared by the Jewish Federations of
North America, visit:
http://jewishfederation.org/images/uploads/
holiday_images/39497.pdf

POSTERS:
We have included 3 captivating and compelling
posters, designed by Stefan Lonce:
GLOBAL PASSOVER SEDER poster;
CELEBRATE PASSOVER poster; and
THE FRANKLIN AND ELEANOR
ROOSEVELT MID-HUDSON
BRIDGE poster.

GAMES:

To entertain and educate you while we're
confined at home during the COVID-19 coronavirus
plague, we have included the following games:

PUZLCAKE™ FLYERS: a PUZLCAKE™ is a
cake decorated with a puzzle consisting of 2 adjacent
photographic or graphic images, with 10 %
DIFFERENCES between the 2 images; guests at
PUZLCAKE™ parties receive a 2 sided flyer depicting
the cake, with an answer key; we have included the
PUZLCAKE™ flyer for ELEANOR ROOSEVELT'S
135™ BIRTHDAY EXTRAVAGANZA!, which we
hosted at the FDR Library on 10-11-2019, and the
ESTELLE FRYBURG funeral PUZLCAKE™ flyer.

BOOK REVIEWS:
We have included 4 book reviews, published in
The Montauk Sun, of the following great books, which
you should read:
President Carter: The White House Years,
by Stuart Eizenstat
It's All Relative, by A.J. Jacobs
My Father at 100, by Ron Reagan
Hissing Cousins: The Untold Story of Eleanor
Roosevelt and Alice Roosevelt Longworth,
by Marc Peyser and Timothy Dwyer

We also strongly recommend that you read the
following books:
The Book of Gutsy Women,
by Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Chelsea Clinton
Leadership in Turbulent Times,
by Doris Kearns Goodwin
No Ordinary Time,
by Doris Kearns Goodwin
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1. I think the Carter Administration
would have been much more successful if
someone with the caliber of Robert Strauss
had been appointed as chief of staff in
January 1977; what do you think?

One of the principal mistakes President
Carter made at the beginning of his
presidency was not to appoint any chief of
staff, but to be his own. It was not until
midway in his presidency that he was finally
persuaded to appoint a chief of staff, and
then it was Hamilton Jordan, his gifted top
political adviser, but someone without any
previous Washington experience. As a result,
in the crucial early months of the Carter
presidency, there was no experienced White
House chief of staff to set clear priorities(we
had a host of competing priorities--economic
stimulus, comprehensive energy reform,
welfare reform, water projects,
transportation deregulation, SALT Il
negotiations, the Panama Canal, Middle East
peace process, etc.) and to integrate the
political and policy perspectives.

Ronald Reagan learned this lesson,
appointing James Baker as his chief of staff,
even though Baker had been the campaign
manager for George H.W. Bush, who became
his vice president.

Even without a chief of staff, if President
Carter had appointed a Washington wise
man like Robert Strauss, former chairman of
the Democratic National Committee, as a
senior White House adviser, it would have
made a big difference. Bob would have helped
President Carter navigate the political shoals
and helped him keep his fractious Democratic
base in line.

Even with this, however, it is important
to note that two independent surveys (The
Miller Center for the Study of the Presidency
and National Journal) give President Carter
among the highest marks of any modern
president for success with Congress on his
major proposals, just under the legendary
Lyndon Johnson (on whose White House Staff
I served from 1967-1968).

2. You repeatedly state in your book
that a big part of President Carter’s
problems was that he tried to do too much,
too soon, and didn’t set priorities. How do
you think Carter could have done better at
setting priorities?

President Carter's nature was to tackle
every major problem he saw regardless of the
political costs. While he achieved much
success, compared to what he proposed, it
seemed to pale in comparison. Moreover, he
favored comprehensive solutions, when our
political system is geared to incremental
progress. By having an experienced White
House Chief of Staff or top White House
adviser, priorities could have been set. At
many Democratic congressional leadership

breakfasts, Speaker Tip O'Neill and Senate
Majority Leader Robert C. Byrd, urged him to
give them his top priorities so they could sort-
out his proposals, but he replied that if he did
that, interest groups would be angry that
their top priority was not considered.

3. What, if anything, should President
Carter have done differently about Iran after
the Shah was overthrown?

There could have been a more
aggressive effort to prevent Ayatollah
Khomeini from leaving his exile in France to
return to Tehran. There were confusing
signals because of policy differences between
U.S. Ambassador to Iran William Sullivan
(who President Carter urged Secretary of
State Vance to fire), Secretary of State Vance
and National Security Adviser Brzezinski
about the use of force. The President sent
General Huyser to be his emissary to rally the
divided Iranian military to back the Shah's
last appointed prime minister Bakhtiar, but
Sullivan diluted his message.

When the hostages were captured, |
argued for an immediate blockade (or
mining) of Kharg Island, where most of Iran's
oil was exported. For sure, this had its own
risks, including the Soviet Union attempting
to challenge the blockade or Iran blocking
the Straits of Hormuz. But a clear signal to
Iran that the capture of our hostages was an
act of war, would have been useful. Instead,
the President met with the hostage families
and told them that his top priority was
getting their loved ones back safely, and he
chose negotiations. In fairness, the Iranian
revolution was a new phenomenon and it
was unclear that the radical clerics were the
real power, not the government, with whom
agreements were reached that Khomeini
vetoed. The fact is that Carter did inform Iran
that if there were any show trials or if any
hostage was harmed there would be an
immediate military response, which is why
neither happened (although there "show"
executions where our hostages did not know
if they would be killed).

4. Did President Carter consider
preventing Iranian diplomats and their
families who were in the United States from
returning to Iran until the American
embassy hostages were freed (as the United
States did with German and Italian
diplomats in 1941)?

No, but he did issue an Executive Order
expelling all Iranians and Iranian diplomats
from the United States. But he did not want
to breach international law as the Iranians
had done with our diplomat, by keeping them
as hostages. This would have had little
impact on the radical clerics, who had
disdain for the diplomats who had served
under the Shah.

5. What do you like best about Jimmy
Carter, and what do you like least about him?

There are many things. He was honest
and brought integrity to the White House in
the wake of the Watergate scandal, removing
its stain from the Oval Office, and passing
major ethics legislation in place today. He
was trustworthy and brought Americans
together, reaching out to minorities and
women with historic levels of appointments
to senior executive positions and judgeships.
I also admired his willingness to take on
challenges like our energy dependence on
OPEC oil, the Panama Canal Treaty, the
Middle East peace process, normalization of
relations with China, that were politically
unpopular but important for the country.

I also greatly appreciated President
Carter making human rights a central
feature of his foreign policy during the Cold
War battle with the Soviet Union for the
hearts and minds of the world, and applying
it equally to the Soviet Union and to the
military dictators in Latin America. Also,
President Carter strengthened our alliances
and believed that working with our
European, Japanese and North American
allies helped the U.S. achieve its objectives
abroad. Moreover, President Carter was
personally very kind to me, my wife Fran, and
my sons Jay and Brian. He allowed us (along
with his senior staff) to use Camp David on
weekends and even asked my son Jay to jog
with him at Camp David.

One of his most courageous decisions, for
which he gets no credit to this day, was
deciding going into a reelection year to
appoint Paul Volcker as chairman of the
Federal Reserve, knowing in advance from
Volcker that he was going to adopt a tight
monetary policy to squeeze out the high
inflation that bedeviled Nixon, Ford and
Carter, that would raise interest rates and
unemployment that would hurt his chances for
reelection. But he told us he had tried
everything else to curb inflation (which
jumped to double digits because of the oil
cutoff from Iran during the revolution) and
that he did not want his legacy to the country
to be persistently high inflation, even if it
meant his defeat in 1980. By letting Volcker do
his job, without interference, inflation dropped
like a rock--by the end of Reagan'’s first year in
office. This is emblematic of much of what
Carter did, whose benefits occurred later and
to the political benefit of his successors. We
have low inflation today because of what
Carter and Volcker did in 1979-1980.

There is nothing I dislike about him. But
I wished he had done more to personalize his
relations with key Members of Congress, to
strengthen his relationship with the
Democratic Party base, and had done more
to set early priorities.
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GR8 READ

by M.H. Fryburg

IT’S ALL RELATIVE
By A.]. Jacobs

It's not an exaggeration
to say that the world would
be a better place if everyl
would read It’s All Relative,
by A.]. Jacobs.

That’s because, as A.].
explains in his new book:

If you go back far

enough, everyone is a

blood cousin. Humans

are a startlingly close knit species.
By some estimates, we all share
99.9 percent of our DNA with one
another.  According to some
scientists, you are at most
seventieth cousins with all other
humans.

It’s All Relative tells how A.]. got
interested in his ancestors, in
particular, and genealogy, in general,
after he received an email from a
cousin in Israel, which said, “You don’t
know me, but you are an eighth cousin
of my wife.... We have in our database
about eighty thousand relatives of
yours.”

Al]. later spoke with his Israeli
cousin, who told him that he had
organized a family reunion in
Jerusalem of 3,000 of their relatives.
Which got AJ. thinking that if his
Israeli cousin could organize such a
huge family reunion, then

maybe [A.]J.] could too. An even
bigger one. A worldwide reunion.
Like Woodstock, but with more
pants and antiperspirant. Sister
Sledge could come and sing “We
Are Family”

Al. decided to organize a “Global

Family Reunion,” which was
eventually held at the Hall of
Science, in Queens, on 6-6-2015.
It’s All Relative, which will make
you laugh and make you think,
tells how A.J. organized the huge
event, and how he learned about
genealogy, in general, and his
own ancestry, in particular.

Let me explain that AlJ’s
goal - besides providing material for
a new book - was that the Global
Family Reunion would be a “foolproof
plan to end war and racism,” because:

maybe the we-are-all family
message would resonate
with a few people. Maybe
it'd increase the total
kindness quotient in the
world.

In furtherance of his
personal quest to promote
tolerance, A.J. concludes,
“humans have a built-in bias
to treat cousins - even

distant ones - better than total
strangers,” and he sets out to learn
about his own cousins, and other
relatives, alive and dead.

To learn about his family, A.J.
spoke with family members, reviewed
family records and photos, searched
online databases and off-line archives,
and took a DNA test, which concluded
that AJ. is 97% Jewish and 3%
Scandinavian. A.]. knew, of course,
that he was Jewish, but the
Scandinavian part was a surprise
(which helps prove his point that we
are all each other’s cousins).

[t turns out that A.]’s sixth great
grandfather was the Vilna Gaon, a
famous 17th century Lithuanian
rabbi, and that his ancestors included
Haym Solomon, the “great Jewish
Revolutionary War hero who saved
the United States by securing a
$20,000 loan for George Washington.”
Al. also got a copy of the FBI file on his
maternal grandfather, Theodore Kheel
who was a prominent leftist labor
lawyer who represented unions and
who was an activist in the Civil Rights
movement.

In furtherance of his observation

that we are all each
other’s cousins and
that, “to paraphrase the
Bible, maybe you
should treat your forty-
third cousin as you
would yourself” AlJ.
spoke with Ron McCoy,
whose great
grandfather was part of
the original feud between the
Hatfields and the McCoys, which
began in the 1860’s, and resulted in
the murders of several Hatfields and
several McCoys. McCoy told A.J. that,
in 2003, representatives of the
Hatfields and the McCoys signed a
treaty symbolically ending their feud.

To prove his point that
“embracing our genetic jambalya will
erode tribalism for all of us,” A.]. wrote
monthly columns in People Magazine,
interviewing some of his famous
cousins, including former President
George H.W. Bush who, with Barbara
Bush, posed with A.J. while holding a
sign saying “I AM A COUSIN,” which he
also included in It’s All Relative.

Al]. also recounted his speech at
the NY chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, whose
members are female descendants of
Revolutionary War soldiers, where he
met a DAR officer who is African-
American, which surprised -- and
pleased! -- AJ., because he knew about
the DAR’s segregationist history:

The DAR was the subject of an
infamous race-related controversy
in 1939: the great African-
American opera singer Marian
Anderson tried to book a concert
in Washington, D.Cs Constitution
Hall, which was owned by the DAR.
But the DAR, which was segregated
at the time, had a “white
performers only” policy. They
rejected her. First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt was appalled [and]
withdrew her membership from
the DAR and helped organize a
concert for Marian Anderson on
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial
[which] drew seventy-five

thousand people.
Continued
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My FATHER AT 100
By Ron Reagan

Viking - $25.95

MY FATHER AT 100,
by Ron Reagan, is the
perfect book for readers
who are Ronald Reagan
fans...and even for readers
who aren’t.

Tellingly, Ron Reagan
has called his book a
“memoir” rather than a
“biography,” because it’s
primarily  about the
relationship between the
author and his father, who
died in 2004, from Alzheimer’s disease. Ronald Reagan
would have been 100 on 2-11-2011, which explains the
booK’s title (it was published in 2011).

The picture that Ron Reagan paints of his father
was of a sensitive, creative boy, inspired by his mother,
who grew up poor, with a father who had a “serious
problem” with alcohol. Ron’s grandfather, Jack Reagan,
went on alcoholic benders that caused him to be
arrested, and to lose jobs - he was a shoe salesman; Jack
and his older son, Neil Reagan, later survived the Great
Depression only because they got jobs with the New
Deal’s public works agencies.

In his memoir, Ron Reagan explains how his father,
like many children of alcoholics, learned to avoid
conflict, in part by ignoring it: “My father often
frustrated my mother by conveniently checking out of
dinnertime confrontations.... He was always acutely
uncomfortable with roiling emotion and harsh words.”

Ron Reagan also wrote about his road trips to
various towns in Illinois, where Ronald Reagan was
born and raised, where he was a lifeguard at the Rock
River (he rescued 77 swimmers), and where he
graduated from Eureka College. Ron Reagan’s prose is
not just polished - it's elegant! Ronald Reagan, the
father, was a great writer who wrote his own speeches
before he was elected President in 1980, and Ron
Reagan, the son, has obviously inherited his father’s
literary talent.

Here’s another quote from MY FATHER AT 100:
“Like all my siblings, I loved my father deeply, at times
longingly. He was easy to love but hard to know. He was
seldom far from our minds, but you couldn’t help
wondering sometimes whether he remembered you
once you were out of his sight.”

Ron Reagan also wrote about his father’s love of
the outdoors, of riding horses, and of building things at
the ranches that his parents owned. Governor Reagan
was a great environmentalist -- he signed laws that
preserved scenic wilderness areas, added to California’s
state’s parks, and reduced air pollution.

Ronald Reagan was a huge FDR fan. “I voted for
FDR four times. I'm trying to undo the Great Society
[not the New Deal],” Reagan wrote in his second

autobiography, An American Life. FDR’s conversational
yet confident way of speaking on the radio inspired RR,
who got his first radio job - he was a sportscaster - in
1932, in Iowa. In 1937 RR went to Hollywood and FDR,
who loved movies, may have seen RR on the silver
screen.

President Reagan preserved - and strengthened!
- President Roosevelt’s greatest domestic legacy: Social
Security. On 8-14-1935, President Roosevelt signed the
Social Security Act into law. “We can never insure one
hundred per cent of the population against one
hundred per cent of the hazards and vicissitudes of life
but we have tried to frame a law which will give some
measure of protection to the average citizen and to his
family...against poverty-ridden old age,” FDR said.

Social Security was financially secure from 1940,
when it started paying benefits, until the late 1970’s,
when stagflation (inflation + economic stagnation =
stagflation) pushed Social Security to the verge of
insolvency. On 9-24-1981, President Reagan appointed
the bipartisan Greenspan Commission, which
recommended that Social Security be expanded to
include more workers, that the retirement age be
increased and benefits slightly decreased, and that
mandatory FICA Social Security insurance premiums
(commonly called “payroll taxes”) be increased. After
President Reagan signed the Social Security
Amendments of 1983, incorporating the Greenspan
Commission’s recommendations, into law on 4-20-1983,
he said: “Today we reaffirm Franklin Roosevelt’s
commitment that Social Security must always provide
a secure and stable base so that older Americans may
live in dignity.”

Today, thanks to President Reagan, since 1983,
Social Security has amassed $2.8 trillion in surpluses,
which are invested in special non-marketable Treasury
bonds, and is projected to continue earning surpluses
until 2022. Social Security reform, together with sensible
immigration reform (the Immigration Reform and
Control Act, which RR signed into law on 11-6-1986,
provided amnesty for 3 million illegal immigrants), and
tax reform (the Income Tax Reform Act of 1986, which
RR signed into law on 11-22-1986, lowered rates,
closed loopholes, and treated all income identically,
regardless of its source) were President Reagan’s
greatest domestic accomplishments. President
Roosevelt would have been quite proud of President
Reagan, who, in 1983, enthusiastically authorized the
construction of the FDR Memorial in Washington, near
the White House.

Ronald Reagan was, at heart, a moderate, not the
fire-breathing radical right-winger he was often
depicted as. “Beyond a fondness for nonintrusive
government and lower taxes (you will recall that the top
marginal tax rate for most of his years in office was 50
percent), my father had little in common with the rage
mongering infecting his party today. Short circuiting
the functions of government, potentially driving the
country into ruin just to score political points by
pinning the blame on the opposition, are tactics he
would consider unpatrioticc not to mention
undemocratic,” Ron Reagan wrote in his most excellent
book.

Ronald Reagan’s greatest unknown
accomplishment took place on 8-21-1970, when
Governor Reagan signed the law authorizing California
to issue vanity license plates, which provides that the
plate fees are paid to the California Environmental
License Plate Fund. Today, thanks to Governor Reagan,
California’s 1 million vanity plates EARN it $38 million
annually for environmental protection programs,
statewide. Amazingly, vanity license plates are another
thing that FDR and RR had in common: Franklin Delano
Roosevelt had the first-known vanity plates, on his cars
with hand controls he designed after he was paralyzed
by polio, which said: FDR.

While searching for a photograph of Governor
Reagan signing the law authorizing California to issue
vanity license plates - none exists - we discovered

amazing, black-and-white newspaper photos (taken by
Sacramento Bee photographers), and we self-published
our 2011 RONALD REAGAN LOVES KIDS COLLECTIBLE
CALENDAR BY STEFAN LONCE, which has great black-
and-white photos of the Reagans from their Sacramento
years (1967 - 1975).

In 2010, we sent Ron Reagan a copy of the
calendar (we are now disassembling the unsold
calendars, and selling the amazing photos as mounted,
matted prints), through his agent, Laurie Jacoby (Ron
Reagan frequently appears as a political commentator
on TV), so we decided to send President Reagan’s
youngest son this review, with some interview
questions. The questions, and Ron Reagan’s answers,
are below.

Q: What was your father’s greatest strength?
A: Simple human decency. He treated everyone with
the same respect and compassion.

Q: What was your father’s greatest weakness?
A: The naive faith that other people would generally
act in accord with simple human decency.

Q: Your brother-in-law, Dennis Revell, told us that
Ronald Reagan was the funniest man he ever met.
Do you agree, or disagree? (Please explain your
answer.)

A: I've met a lot of very funny people - George Carlin;
Steve Martin; Robin Williams. Funniest person is a
pretty high bar. Still, my father was funny. He had
great timing and understood how to deliver a punch
line. My maternal grandmother and he had regular
phone calls where they would crack each other up
trading dirty jokes.

Q: We don’t think that Ronald Reagan would have
been elected Governor or President without
Nancy Reagan’s advice, particularly about people,
since, as you wrote, she was a much better judge
of people, and what they wanted, than he was.
What do you think?

A: She was his radar and backstop. She provided a
calm, safe space that enabled him to function.

Q: How are your parents alike, and how are they
different?

A: As my father would say of my mother, “she’s a
worrier.” My father, famously, was not.

Q: Did you know about your father’s role in
enacting and promoting California’s vanity
license plates before we sent you our 2011
calendar?

A: Not until you reminded me.

Q: Did your father ever discuss California’s vanity
plates, and his efforts to enact and promote them,
with you?

A: Probably. But life is long, memory short.

Q: Your mother had one of the first vanity plates
that California issued; the plate says 111 NDR -
she wanted a plate with her initials, but there
were concerns about her security so the DMV
added the meaningless 111 to the plate so that
people wouldn’t know that it was the Governor’s
wife’s car. Did she ever discuss her vanity plate
with you? If so, why did she want the plate and
what did she like about it?

A: Ifit helped my father do what he wanted to do, she’d
happily have a vanity plate.

Q: Do you now have, or have you ever had, a vanity
license plate? If so, what did the plate(s) say and
what did it/they mean?

A: I considered one for my wife. She was unenthusiastic.

Stefan Lonce is the editor of The Montauk Sun; M.H.
Fryburg is an attorney and author in Croton-on-Hudson,
NY. Lonce and Fryburg are working on a forthcoming
book: 4 A NEW USA - THE ROOSEVELT/REAGAN WAY: A
CALENDRICAL MEMOIR (www.4ANEWUSA.com)








